Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.001 Å; R factor = 0.022; wR factor = 0.069; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.1.
Experimental
Crystal data [Mn(C 4 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x À 1; y; z; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iii) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iv) x À 1; y; z þ 1; (v) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz; (vi) x þ 1; y; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
The 1,2-bis(1,2,3,4-tetrazol-5-yl)ethene ligand (H 2 BTAE) was previously reported in its twice deprotonated form in the cystal structure of its sodium salt pentahydrate (Huang et al., 2005) . The present paper provides the fist example of its structurally characterized complex with a transition metal; the ligand in this complex is monodeprotonated.
The molecule of Mn(H-BTAE) 2 (H 2 O) 4 occupies a special position in the inversion centre (Fig. 1) ; the Mn1 atom has a tetragonally distorted octahedral coordination ( Table 1) . The H-BTAE ligand has essentailly planar conformation, the maximum deviation of the N6 atom from its mean plane being 0.0366 (7) Å. The geometry of the ligand is similar to the one observed in Huang et al. (2005) .
All "active" hydrogen atoms in the structure participate in the H-bonding (Table 2) ; the extensive H-bond system links molecules of the complex and non-coordinated water molecules into three-dimensional infinite network (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
MnCl 2 .4H 2 O (0.5 mmol, 99 mg) and 1,2-bis(1,2,3,4-tetrazol-5-yl)ethene (1 mmol, 192 mg) (Demko & Sharpless, 2001) were added to 30 ml of water:MeOH (1:1) mixture. After stirring for 30 min at room temperature, the pH value was adjusted to 7 by 1M NaOH, and clear solution was allowed to evaporate in the air. Nice prism-shaped crystals of the title compound were obtained after 3 days. The crystals were filtered, washed by EtOH and dried in the air.
Refinement
All H atoms were located in the difference map and refined isotropically [O-H 0.79 (2) 
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